Three Airmen Represent Air Force in NATO Chess Championship 

San Antonio, Texas  – The 15th NATO Chess Championship held  Aug 8-14, 2004 was hosted by the Netherlands at The Hague.  

A six-member team represented the United States with participants from each branch of the armed forces. 

Representing the Air Force was Tech. Sgt. Dan Ranario, RAF Mildenhall, United Kingdom; Staff Sgt. Robert Keough, Davis Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz.; and Staff Sgt. Michael Bruns, Lackland AFB, Texas.  Maj. David Hater, Ft. Stewart, Ga., represented the Army; Master Sgt. James Adkins, Cherry Point, N.C., represented the Marine Corps; and Petty Officer 1st Class Narcisso Victoria, Naples, Italy represented the Navy.  

The team was selected at the Inter-Service Chess Championship held at Keesler AFB, Miss., Jun. 20-25.  Each service selected their six 

best players either by a tournament or resume/application to play in the Inter-Service Championship.  

Air Force participants are selected through Services Community Center-sponsored tournaments. Fourteen teams (82 people) participated in the weeklong tournament held at the Netherlands Defence College in The Hague.  

The U.S. team placed 12th scoring 14 points.  The German team scored 21 points to win the championship.  All U.S. players scored at least 3 points and enjoyed the expert level of the competition.  The team was enthusiastic and valued the opportunity to participate in the NATO Championship.  Sergeant Bruns placed 8th in the Blitz (speed) tournament.  Sergeant Adkins was one of four players to take a draw with the International Grand Master in the Simultaneous Chess game.  

The six-person U.S. team is one of the few teams, consisting of all active duty military members that have full time military jobs.  

Many countries recruit retired military and civilians who work for the military for their teams.  Others allow their team members to devote their military duties to studying and perfecting their chess skills with Grand Masters.

The 82 participants were from 13 different nations with six guest participants from member nations invited to play on the NATO team.  This was the first year a female participated in the championship. 

She was on The Netherlands team.

The deputy mayor of The Hague hosted an opening reception for the participants at the city hall.  Participants were also treated to a half-day tour of The Hague that included a special tour of the Peace Palace.

The 16th NATO Chess Championship will be hosted by Poland and will be held in Koloberzeg, Poland Aug 21-27, 2005.  

Individuals interested in participating in the Air Force tournaments should contact their community center director or Services squadron.

