They’re the best and brightest and they came from Air Force families around the world.

Thirty-six youths representing every major command attended the fifth annual Air Force Teen Aviation Camp at the USAF Academy hosted June 1-6, 2004 by 10th Services. 

They were selected from a pool of 164 applicants who had an interest in aviation and the Academy.

The camp featured a mix of fun activities intended to provide learning and social experiences, and create memories to last a lifetime.

"The camp gives an insight into what life at the Academy will be like," said Bridget Kieschnick, youth specialist at HQ AF Services Agency and camp project officer. "It shows what the environment is like, what the facilities are like and what the opportunities are at the Academy."

During their time at the Academy, campers had the opportunity to rub elbows with cadets and get a first-hand account of cadet life. The experience was an eye-opener for most of the campers.

“This was an excellent experience that really made me interested in the Academy or the military as a career.” said Jennifer Higuchi of Yokota AB. “From this camp, my leadership and group skill levels have risen dramatically! This was awesome!” 

Social interaction among the teens was a key component of the camp. Bonding occurred quickly, with many teens establishing friendships that may last a lifetime.

“This single-handedly has been the most amazing and beneficial experience of my life.  I love the interaction with the cadets and all the Academy time,” said Emma Rush of Mountain Home AFB. “Awesome job and thanks a lot!”

Campers, who stayed in the Academy Prep School dormitories and ate at the High Country Inn airman's dining hall, were on the go from daylight to dark each day. 

 They participated in a teambuilding ropes and orienteering courses, studied principals of flight, met AFA professors and used the T-37 flight simulators at the Aerodynamics Lab. The met Aurora, the priceless AFA mascot and other falcons, toured the Cadet Chapel and Visitors Center. Admissions presented them with an overview of what it takes to be successful applicant to the Academy.

Most importantly to many of the campers was the time they spent flying at the Academy. The campers, after some ground school instruction, joined an experienced pilot for a 20-minute flight at the Aero Club during which the campers controlled the aircraft. 

To sum up the week, Ronalynn Ramos of Edwards AFB said, “Superb!  I’ve never known a place where I felt closer to home or like I belong.”

