 Air Force Wins 2004 Armed Forces Women’s Soccer Championship


The Air Force won the 2004 Armed Forces Women’s Soccer Championship in a very competitive double round-robin championship, hosted by Fort Eustis, Virginia, 8-15 May.  The first game of the tournament saw the host Army team defeat the Navy team by a score of 3-1.  This goal by the Navy team later proved decisive in determining the tournament championship.  The Air Force played the Navy next, with Captain Heidi Commins (Davis-Monthan Air Force Base) scoring the first goal for the Air Force 35 minutes into the game.  Five minutes later Second Lieutenant Beth Welliver (Yokota Air Base) scored the second Air Force goal.  Captain Lauri Hrovatin (General Mitchell Air National Guard Base) scored with one minute remaining in the half, and First Lieutenant Rosemary Costello made the final score 4-0 with the game’s final goal at the 54-minute mark.    


The Air Force fell behind the Army in the second game when Lieutenant Nay scored 74 minutes into the game.  The lead was short-lived, as First Lieutenant Lindsay Keough (Los Angeles Air Force Base) knotted the score with three minutes left in the game.  The final score ended 1-1.


The Army beat the Navy team by a 6-0 score to open the second round of play.  The Air Force next played the Navy.  Commins scored the first two goals of the game at the 26-minute and 41-minute marks.  The Air Force’s Airman Kaylynn Williams scored the final three goals of the game, all in the second half, making the final score, 5-0 Air Force.  


The Air Force’s Captain Stephanie Jardine opened the scoring in the championship’s final game at the 43-minute mark.  Lieutenant Tien from the Army tied the score at the 64 minutes.  Airman Williams scored her final goal of the tournament at 66 minutes, with Tien scoring the final goal of the game at 66 minutes.  Both games against the Army were hard-fought and ended in ties.  The Air Force won the tournament based on the best goals scored/scored against ratio.


Costello, Commins, Jardine, Welliver, and Keough were all named to the All-Tournament Team.  Also named to this team were rover Jayne Baker (Davis-Monthan Air Force Base) and keeper Kristi Kuhlman (Los Angeles Air Force Base), both instrumental in restricting goals scored against the Air Force Team. 


The Air Force team head coach was Captain Julie Mulloy (Pope Air Force Base), with the assistant her husband Captain Brian Mulloy (Pope Air Force Base).  They recently returned from Iraq, where they both flew the A-10. 

 
Based on availability, the following Air Force players were selected to the combined Armed Forces Women’s Soccer Team that will advance to play in the international military soccer championship, 27 May through 6 June, Fort Eustis, Virginia:  Kohlman, Welliver, Keough, Lieutenant Holly Allen,(Dyess Air Force Base), , Senior Airman Kim Rodgers and Airman First Class Tally Koszinski (both from RAF Mildenhall).

