Lieutenant James Parker Earns Spot on 2004 US Olympic Team


First Lieutenant James D. Parker, 341 Services Squadron, Malestrom Air Force base, Montana, a member of the World Class Athlete Program, earned a spot on the US Olympic Track & Field Team on 12 July.  The preliminaries in his event, the hammer throw, were conducted on 10 July, with 24 competitors (organized in two flights of 12 competitors each) competing with hopes of advancing as one of the twelve finalists.  Each participant was allowed three throws to determine advancement to the finals.  Any participant throwing over USA Track & Field’s Standard of 72 meters (236’ 3”) automatically qualified for the finals.  Lieutenant Parker was slated to be the final thrower on the second flight.  

After watching 10 of the 12 throwers achieve distances of 220 feet or better, the second flight started their warm up throws.  This flight had many formidable competitors, including Kevin McMahon (a two-time US Olympian in the hammer) and local favorite A.G. Kruger (representing Ashland Elite out of Oregon).  Throwing last in the first round, Parker calmly stepped into the circle and threw the automatic qualifying distance of 240 feet 3 inches, the longest throw of the day.  He then sat back and analyzed his competition for the finals.  A.G. Kruger was the only other individual to exceed the automatic qualifying distance, throwing 242 feet on his second throw of the day.

The finals included A.G. Kruger, Kevin McMahon, and Jud Logan (a four-time US Olympian and the Olympic Trials record holder with a 262 foot 10 inch throw in 1992).  The format of the finals had the 12 competitors each throwing three times in the first round to determine the eight finalists.  Parker established the benchmark of 245 feet one inch on his first throw.  He increased his leading distance to 251 feet 4 inches on his final throw of the round.  A.G. Kruger approached Parkers distance with his personal record throw of 249 feet 5 inches on his first throw of the final round, however Lieutenant Parker firmly established his control by extending his lead with his best throw of the day (254 feet 7 inches).  Winning this event, along with his throwing 259 feet 10 inches (exceeding the International Olympic  “A” standard 258 feet) at the Brigham Young Meet on 26 June means that James Parker will be definitely representing the Air Force and the United States at this year’s Olympics.  Kruger and Travis Nutter (the third place finisher) both have to attain the International Olympic standard of 258 feet prior to the Olympics to advance.
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