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Air Force Men Place Second in Basketball Championship
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San Antonio, Texas  – The Air Force men's basketball team finished second in the 2004 Armed Forces Men's Basketball Championship, held May 22-31 at Charleston Air Force Base, S.C.

The team opened the tournament with an 81-77 victory over the Navy Team.  Master Sgt. Edward Simpson (Randolph Air Force Base, Texas) led the team with 14 points, while 1st Lt. Tyron Wright (Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo.) and 2nd Lt. Travis Cantrell (Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio) had 12 and 10 points respectively.  Second Lieutenant Thomas Bellairs (US Air Force Academy, Colo.) garnered 12 rebounds and 6'8" Airman 1st Class Bernard James (Beale Air Force Base, Calif.) added nine rebounds and five blocked shots.  The Army team defeated the Marine Corps team by a score of 77-54 on opening day.

 
The Army began the second day by beating the Navy team 89-73.  The Air Force followed this game with a hard fought 69-65 victory over 

the Marine Corps.  Wright led the team in scoring with 19 points, while Simpson tossed in 13 and Tech. Sgt. Troy Miles (Ramstein Air Base, Germany) added 10, to include 2 of 4 points from behind the three-point arc.  

The first round of the double round-robin tournament pitted the Air Force against the Army.  Wright and Cantrell led the team in scoring with 21 and 10 respectively, while Simpson grabbed 14 rebounds.  The Army pulled out a close three-point win in this game.  The Navy then defeated the Marine Corps by a score of 78-73.

Airman 1st Class Elvin Walker Cantrell got the Air Force off to a strong start in the second game against the Marine Corps, scoring 24 points, going 6 of 7 in three-point shots.  Airman First Class Elvin Walker (Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla.) scored 17 points, with both Simpson and Wright adding 13.  James again stepped up with five blocks in this game.  The Army, then won a close 75-71 game against the Navy.

Wright and Simpson led the Air Force against the Marine Corps on 30 May, scoring 18 and 13 points.  The Army came from behind on this day to defeat the Navy 95-85.

The last day of the tournament saw the Marine Corps team beat the Navy by a score of 79-64, which was good for the third-place finish in the event (scoring differential in their two head-to-head games).  The Air Force had to beat the Army by four points to win the championship.  

-more-

Despite leading by six points with five minutes left in the game, the Air Force was unable to win this very competitive game.  The teams changed lead for the next two minutes, before the Army was able to hold of the tenacious Air Force surge for a final 95-89 victory.  Simpson and Wright scored 17 points apiece, while James had 13, Walker 12, and Cantrell 10.  

Based on availability, three Air Force players will advance to the 2004 Armed Forces Men's Basketball Training Camp, June 1-12 at Ramstein Air Base, Germany.  

Cantrell, Bellairs and James will participate in this camp and then be a part of the 2004 Armed Forces Men's Basketball Team that will represent the United States in the 46th World Military Basketball Championship in Croatia, June 17-28.  

This team will be coached by head coach Tech. Sgt. Mark Watley of Hill Air Force Base, Utah, and assistant coach Master Sgt. James Cox, Dyess Air Force Base, Texas.  The Air Force Men's Team's coach, Eddie Goad of Charleston Air Force Base will be the officer-in-charge of the team.      
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